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We go places ………. Boots and all 
 

Greetings Bokmates 

 
 

25 year’s – The Bokmakierie Hiking Club will have it 25
th
 Annual 

General Meeting on Saturday, 7
th
 September 2013 at 11:00 at Somabula 

Nature Reserve, Cullinan. Bookings for staying overnight have closed but 
it is only one hour from Johannesburg and you are welcome to come 
through for the day.  All members, friends and family are invited to attend 
the meeting and join for a braai and walk afterwards.  Please let Christine 
or John know of attendance (refer end of Newsletter for details).  If you 
are unable to attend please also let us know and if you have any 
suggestions for the Club in general or for hikes, we would love to hear 
from you. 
 
www.somabula.co.za 

Cell: 082 550 1892   
GPS coordinates 
S 25 42.622      E 28 31.936  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hike Reports 
 

Suikerboschfontein – 15 to 17 June 2013 

 
The following is Arthur’s aka Duracell Bunny’s version (slightly edited in order not to offend): 
 
Arrival at the 1st 'hut' for latecomers Roshael, Karen and Arthur was around lunch time, and to find that the other 

girls (Susan, Celia and Barbara), and Barney of course, had gone off for a short 'walk’, leaving John and Wimpie to 

welcome us and to show us which beds were still available in what was adequate accommodation, despite the 

shower proving to be a problem for those that chose to use it instead of the bath, which was the perfect option. 

Wood for the 'bombfire' after the obligatory braai was in such quantities that Barney couldn’t even get the better of 

it!  The 1st day’s official walk, as always with John started in half light, and with frost still being crunched underfoot 

across highveld grassland, then gradually descending into and out of scenic kloofs with permanently running 

streams.  The last leg was then a steep clamber up a rocky wall of the last kloof we were to encounter that day, to 

a relatively level last lap to the huts for that night amongst spectacular rock formations, reminiscent of the 

Cedarberg, and to which the club must make a plan to visit for a similar period of time as its other Cape hikes have 

been.  No backpacking is required if the right area is chosen, and where reasonably priced rustic farm cabins and 

camping is available.   

On the 1st day of the hike we were overtaken by a group of teenagers, only because they weren’t carrying packs, 

of course, as their packs had been transported to the huts for them. Ill health however befell one of them, with the 

result that they all vacated the huts, and which left us as the sole occupiers of the 2nd night’s accommodation - and 

Barney to again stoke the fire to his heart’s content, and which meant he even had to resort to use the leftover 
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wood from the hot water donkeys. Our group was also beset by a mishap with Barbara unfortunately again injuring 

her leg, and which had previously put her out of hiking action for quite some time. Because of Barbara’s inability to 

hike back to the cars on the 2nd day, the backpackers turned into slackpackers, with the exception of Karen and 

Roshael, by leaving our packs in the care of Barbara, and which we duly picked up, along with Barbara once we’d 

collected our cars at the end of the memorable, and hopefully soon to be repeated hike.  Hopefully next time we will 

organise to spend more than 1 night at the huts of our 2nd night’s stay.  

The 2nd day’s walk commenced with our walking through the corridors of the rock formations, then rock hopping 

from the top of one rock column to the other and which then eventually brought us back to ground level along the 

edge of the impressive gorge, and down which the trail eventually led us via the opposite side of the gorge, to 

basement 3 level with the aid of ropes and ladders on numerous occasions, all the while encountering waterfalls 

and flowing streams, and through all of which we were very pleased we’d left our packs back with Barbara.  Once 

coming out of the unforgettable gorges it was once again easy and uneventful gradients over highveld grassland, 

into a minor kloof and out again to our cars.  Did I say an uneventful walk after the gorges, but that was not quite 

true, however I’ll leave that explanation to the wannatAwists, which includes Karen and Roshael, even though they 

cannot be considered wannatAwists, having carried their packs back to the cars on the 2nd day!  Part of the said 

'explanation' of course is needed because John decided to walk back to his car via the road and not on the trail! 

Believe it or not, but Arthur continued to be disbelieved when he advised the wannatAwists that they were on the 

wrong road when they started to follow him when he turned off on the road to Belfast, to continue his journey to 

Dullstroom.  

 
Roshael’s Rendition: 

Situated about 20km north east of Carolina, Mpumalanga, Suikerboschfontein offers 38km of trails which include 

base camp, back pack, slack pack and day trails.  The farm of 1 244 hectare is within easy reach of Gauteng 

(250km).  Suikerboschfontein has been in the Van Niekerk family for over 100 years and was proclaimed the 

Paulina van Niekerk Nature Reserve in 1965.  

The gorgeous unspoiled natural beauty, with interesting variations offers surprises around every corner.  Fern-rich 

indigenous wooded ravines with clear streams and waterfalls create a restful atmosphere.  Ancient ruins as well as 

rock art contribute to the large variety of experiences along the trails.  Unique rock formations of weathered sand 

stone covered with lichen create a fantasy world of form and colour.  The seven streams encountered on the routes 

arise from fountains on the property and yield pure clear drinking water. 

There are more than 90 identified and marked tree species and even larger varieties of wild flowers. 160 bird 

species have been recorded on the terrain, amongst which the Knysna Lourie, Bald Ibis and large eagles, 

baboons, monkeys, bushpigs, warthogs, klipspringers, rhebuck and other small fauna are frequently encountered 

along the trails.  

The two overnight camps are 10km apart and linked by a circular route. Both camps can be reached by means of 

ordinary vehicles and the hike can start at either of the camps. By including some of the day trails of 8km, 4.5km, 

3km and 2.5km one can hike for 3 days in which case 2 nights would be spent at Rooikrans camp. Each camp 

sleeps 21 hikers in huts or rooms with 3 to 7 beds each. 

The units are self-catering and only beds, mattresses and cooking facilities are provided. The bathrooms have flush 

toilets and warm water is provided by “donkey” fired boilers. Fire wood, cooking facilities, hiking sticks, candles and 

small gas stoves are also provided.  
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Suikersboschfontein was a well attended Bokmakierie hike.  Our team comprised of: Barbara, Susan, Celia, 

Barney, Wimpie, John, Arthur, Karen and Roshael.   Camp was at Oom Japie’s Hut on night one.  This was a fairly 

comfortable 21 sleeper.  Day one kicked off with a much needed unwinding for all our city weary bodies.  We 

walked, lazed, talked as we needed to and concluded the evening with a braai and a BOMBFIRE! 

Morning arrived with the usual hustle and bustle of the Bokmakierie household.  Breakfast was gobbled and the 

posse left, packed to the hilt for a backpacker’s dream come true.  We descended for about 2km’s into a green and 

fertile valley.  Cool streams made moss coloured rocks reminiscent of Irish glades. Ancient Yellowwood trees 

provided a beautiful resting spot, with the landscape peppered by Red Hot Pokers.  The team took the liberty of 

creating our own kern and Art solemnly christened it with baboon dung.  He and Karen had not long before shared 

a moment of initiation with Karen respectably spitting buck dung as far as she could.  We set off again to terrain 

that offered enough of a variety to satisfy all levels of fitness.  There was plenty of chain ladder climbing, bridges 

and ancient rock art that kept our group stimulated.   The sighting of a rare “King Crow” by Roshael, was etched 

into the history books forever.  A pair of Eagles completed the picture or excitement to the already rare sighting.  

Waterfalls, rock pools and dappling sunlight proved to be the perfect recipe to force our tired bodies on.  We 

stumbled into the Rooikrans camp just after 2pm and lost our hearts to a delightfully hidden treasure!  

The camp is ingeniously designed and well structured between natural rock formations.  Rhino Rock caught the 

attention of the team, as did the look out point.  Conversations buzzed around the campfire with John leading us all 

into the temptation of attempting to discover “whodunnit?”  We stayed up as late as our trail weary bones would 

allow and crept off to our beds, in preparation for day two. 

The magnificence of the engineering and the structural mastery of Rooikrans is truly illuminated in the morning 

light.  We were treated to an incredible rock hopping aspect of the trail – not so easy with a back pack – but 

breathtaking nonetheless.  The scenery is picturesque, the trail just ablaze with diversity and the route intelligently 

laid out.  John had decided to take the 4x4 route back to camp, whilst Barbara – who injured her knee the day 

before, played sentinel to most of the team’s packs; back at Rooikrans. 

In keeping with the thrill of our surroundings, somebody decided to spoil us with the names of our party written on 

flattish rocks and strategically placed along the trail, begging us to find the way home.  Like the story of Hansel and 

Gretel, we followed the stone dotted path and began the guessing game that kept us all fleet footed back to camp.  

Bets were tossed and lost as to who the culprit was.  The likely suspect was Arthur, he is somewhat notorious for 

his unconventional acts of love; whilst a close contender was John, who had exited via a different route.  The use 

of “Sue” and not “Susan” convinced us all that Arthur was boyishly responsible for tickling our thoughts.  John, we 

were informed by an anonymous source, would never stoop to calling Susan, Sue! 

Back at Oom Japie’s, we were sold for a song when John “fessed up” to his ingenuity.  Needless to say, a lynching 

was called for due to the omission of Art, Karen and Roshael’s names. 

The Suikerbosfontein Hike was one of those, unforgettably picturesque – lets go back there soon – type of hikes. 
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Suikerboschfontein Moments 

Wimpie and Barney moving rocks 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roshael and Karen     Celia and the pink jacket 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arthur, Karen, John, Barbara (laughing after the pain), Barney 
       Lazing in the sun Karen, Susan, Barbara 
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Ezemvelo – 20/21 July 2013 
 

 
Ezemvelo Nature Reserve is one of South Africa’s best- kept secrets, only an hour's drive from O.R. Tambo 
International Airport & 45 minutes from Pretoria.  The reserve is home to 22 plant communities, more than 286 bird 
species, and a variety of small and large mammals including kudu, leopard, aardwolf and brown hyena.  Ezemvelo 
boasts insects and trees unique to the reserve, some featured on the red data threatened species list, spectacular 
cliffs, huge rock formations, the only ancient rock paintings open to the public in Gauteng and magnificent views 
over the Wilge River.  Situated between the grassland and savanna biomes, elements of both biomes are 
contained within the reserve, making it biologically diverse and exceptionally valuable ecologically. 
 

 
 
Hikers: 
Barney, Wimpie, Dwayne, Barry, John, Arthur, Barbara, Karen and Roshael.  Day 2: Rob, Annette and Helena 
 
We stayed at Hikers Hut two, which was tucked away at the foot of a hilly outcrop, well hidden from the rest of 
civilization.  The accommodation was comfortable with two rooms, each slept 6 people with double bunks.   
 
Day One: 
We arrived at camp, unpacked and headed out for an easy stroll.  Wimpie, nursed his chambered head with much 
needed sleep whilst the rest of us traversed the well laid trail.  Barry and Dwayne separated from the rest of the 
group to skinny dip in arctic waters.  Kudos to you both, boys!! 
 
The path was fairly easy going with much game to be seen.  There were playful herds of zebra, with adolescent 
wildebeest, and several types of buck.  We came upon an oddly shaped structure in the distance and realized that 
the potential existed for us to spy on the Oppenheimers.  All the scrutiny through binoculars revealed though, was a 
vacant property. 
 
Barbara and Roshael took the short walk to freedom, whilst the rest of the team trundled through tall grass and 
open plains.  Back at camp the team pyromaniac, Barney, prepared well for a fire.  And his assistants set about 
scouring for firewood.  We braaied and fell into our beds, tummies sated. 
 
Day Two: 
The team packed up and drove out early to meet the rest of the posse at the reception.  Rob, Annette and Helena 
joined us on the 10km hike.  The landscape was flat and presented ideal opportunities for Rob’s every ready 
camera. 
 
The reserve is well stocked with game and there was no shortage of “Kodak” moments.  Lunch was had an old 
kraal.  The circumference of which, forced imaginations to run riot with how big a gathering might have taken place 
here in the past.  
 

The team arrived back at the reception in time for Helena to suggest that we do the walk all over again☺☺☺☺. 

 
Getting ready      A river runs through it 
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Forthcoming Hikes 
♥Whale Trail, 8 to 13 October 2013, Western Cape.  4 night slackpacking. 
 
♥Rooikrans, 22 to 24 November 2013 (Mpumalanga) 2 night base camp. 

NB: If you haven’t done any hikes this year, this is your last chance – don’t 

disappoint us, book now!!! 

 ♥Year end function, Sunday 8 December 2013, Hartebeespoort Dam, details to follow. 
 

 

 

 

Committee 
Chairman & bookings : John Mehliss 072 725 6128 john.mehliss@liberty.co.za 
Treasurer : Adrian Clegg 083 226 4597 adrianclegg@mazista.co.za 
Secretary : Susan Louckx 082 408 3204 susanlouckx@cybersmart.co.za 
Day Hikes & Social : Wimpie vd Berg 082 339 0976 willem@metalscentre.com 
Hike Bookings : Christine Mehliss 082 782 4352 christine.cooper@liberty.co.za 
Newsletter : Roshael Hoosen 082 603 0683 roshael@gratech.co.za 
  and Celia 
Membership & birthdays : Celia de Wet  082 465 0050 cecilia.dewet@marsh.com 
Webmaster : Graham Murray 084 643 7326 gwm@highveldmail.co.za 
      and Christine 
 
 
 

 

Book for all hikes with : Christine Mehliss 082 782 4352 christine.cooper@liberty.co.za  

 
PAYMENTS:  
Electronic transfer or direct deposit into Bokmakierie Hiking Club, Absa Fourways Mall, Account number 9146512023. 
Use the hike name and your name as reference on the deposit. 
 

Email proof of payment to Adrian Clegg at  aclegg@mazista.co.za  and please cc christine.cooper@liberty.co.za 
within 24 hours of payment. 
 

 


