
Bokmakierie Hiking Club AGM, November 2015 

Chairman’s Report 

 

Another year has passed since our previous AGM, which was held at Wag n’ 

Bietjie in the hills north west of Bela Bela last year. How time flies! This year has 

been one of mixed fortunes for the club, with our members having embarked on 

a fair number of hikes. 

 

Hikes  

Our hike organiser, Karen, has done sterling work in booking and organising 

fourteen club hikes this year (including this one) to the following venues: 

• Leopard’s Trail in November 

• Mt Sanctuary in January 

• Bermanzi in February 

• Hikers Haven in March 

• Blue Wildebeest in March 

• Hikers Haven day hike in April 

• Mahai in May 

• Hennops day hike in May 

• Eagle Cove in June and August 

• Shelter Rock in July 

• Uitkyk day hike in August 

• Skeurkrans in September 

 
These hikes were generally well attended, with the exception of the Eagle Cove 

hike in June, where we only had three members hiking. 

Apart from these, I represented the club on a Namibian Government- sponsored 

hike near Windhoek earlier this year. 

This was followed by Susan and Barbara doing the Outeniqua trail, and Roshael 

and Karen summiting Mt Kilimanjaro recently. 



Social functions 

In December last year, we had our year-end bring-and-braai at Wimpie’s house, 

which was well attended. 

Membership 

We currently have 23 active paid-up members, and a number of honorary 

members, who were accorded this courtesy as they were founding, or early, 

members of the club, which started almost twenty-five years ago. 

Arthur had a health scare earlier in the year, but is making a remarkable recovery, 

and remains one of the club’s stalwarts. What would we do without the enduring 

Duracell bunny?! 

The relatively small number of active, paying members is a cause for concern, as 

membership is the lifeblood of every club, and we need to recruit more members 

to swell our ranks. Thanks must go to Roshael for inviting friends and colleagues 

to join us on hikes.  

 

Newsletter 

Roshael took over the responsibility of producing this, and the last bumper 

edition contains much information and photos of the various hikes undertaken by 

club members this year. Thanks to her for all the extra work undertaken. 

 

Commitee 

This year’s committee consisted of Susan, Roshael, Karen, Wimpie and yours 

truly. 

My thanks to you all for your time and effort spent in being on the committee. 

There is a lot of work done behind the scenes in running a hiking club, and I really 

appreciate the efforts of everyone involved in managing the club’s affairs. 



 

Finance 

My thanks to Susan for having agreed to be treasurer this year; a task for which 

she had little experience, but loads of courage!  

We suffered a loss on the Pondoland hike, which was cancelled by the operator 

who, despite repeated promises, has failed to refund us the moneys paid for the 

hike. This has caused our bank balance not to look as healthy as it should, as well 

as the fact that bank charges have risen this year. I propose that the incoming 

committee looks at other banks to find a cheaper account that serves our 

purposes in terms of internet banking. 

A big THANK YOU must go to Celia for assisting jet-setting Susan in getting the 

financials ready for the AGM. She and Christine spent much time together 

completing the exercise. Without your help, ladies, this would not have been 

accomplished. 

Conclusion 

As always, I would like to thank my wife, Christine, for her loyal and unstinting 

support over the past year. She has agreed to return to the committee for the 

coming year, which is good news. 

We are blessed in having a great bunch of members, without whom the club 

would not function. I look forward to joining you all on the trail in the year ahead. 

 

John Mehliss, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 


